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Property For Sale
Thinking of moving? 
Check out the latest 

properties for sale in your area. 

Insight
Look ahead to 2019 with 

some hot topics including 
what designers believe is 

going to be ‘on trend’ for 2019.

A Year in Review
Let’s look back at 2018 and see 
what we have learnt, how the 

property market acted and 
what this might mean to you.

Recipe
A pasta to beat the winter 

blues shared from Ampthills 
very own Donatello’s



SANDHILL CLOSE, MILLBROOK - FOR SALE
A wonderful example of an extensively extended and modernised five bed-

room detached property, set within circa 0.4 acres of land with two gated 

driveways, a large double garage and unspoilt field views

Arriving at the property, and driving through the double gates, a large block paved driveway offers an abundance of 
parking and access to the double garage, which benefits from a ‘Rapid Charge’ point for electric cars. 

The entrance lobby has double doors leading in to the showstopper room of the house - the kitchen/diner.

This outstanding room offers so much, and is perfect for families and entertaining alike. The walls are finished in full 
height, split face slate effect tiles, adding a real rawness to this otherwise, smooth and shiny room. 

At the end of the kitchen/diner there is a double sided woodburning stove connecting through to the sitting room.   
This very well proportioned room offers panoramic views along with double doors leading on to the patio. 

CALL TO VIEW 01525 40 22 66



THE BEST 2019 INTERIOR DESIGN TRENDS TO GIVE A GO
Get inspired with what the experts believe to be the go to trends of the forth coming 

year, thanks to Decoraid.com

COLOUR OF THE YEAR

Coined Nightwatch green, this moodier alternative to hunter and bottle green 

makes for a nice alternative to today’s on-trend matte black and looks great with 

high-shine finishes and elements. But if a full room is too much, do consider small 

yet impactful ways to bring the colour in, say a vibrant textile here, or a deep green 

rug set against a luminous marble floor.

COMPACT & MULTIFUNCTIONAL FURNISHINGS

Designers are starting to finally catch on to the need for smart, multi-purpose 

furnishings that are petite in scale. Say hello to furnishings that can adapt to                

different spaces and needs and fit into challenging rooms that aren’t short on 

style. 

ECO FRIENDLY

From leftover materials like marble being recomposed in smart ways to energy-

saving appliances, to live plant walls, whatever you bring into your home from 

now on ( if you haven’t been doing so already) needs to follow suit and take less 

and give back to the planet as much as it can.

CURVED FURNISHINGS

Popular in the 60’s and ridiculed from then on, curved soft furnishings made 

quite an impact at recent design shows as rigid lines have had several decades 

in the spotlight and feel a tad routine and expected.  Their return to sofas and       

seating make it one of the most intriguing and even covetable 2019 interior                            

design trends to consider bringing into your home.

THE RETURN OF TERRAZZO

With the enduring popularity of mid-century modern design showing no signs of 

slowing down, it comes as no surprise that Terrazzo is back. 

A composite material consisting of chips of marble, quartz, granite, and glass to 

evoke a playful, confetti-like abstracted spirit, we’ve seen plenty of genius ways to 

bring the material into your home covering everything from flooring to lamps.



RECIPES BY WAITROSE
Our Local Supermarket Offers a Health Start to 2019

Pasta Al Forno with toasted sourdough 
loaf drizzled with Olive Oil and 
seasoned with cracked black pepper.

INGREDIENTS - SERVES 4

320g of uncooked pasta (Fresh or Dry) 

4 Tomatoes - Choose a tomatoe that 

becomes sweeter when roasted, like a San 

Marzano or Capri. Alternatively really hit the 

taste buds with a handful of cherry vine 

tomatoes.

125g of Mozzarella Balls are best and buffalo is 

even better!

A good variety of vegitables of your choice. 

Try to choose a mixture of colours on your 

dish, for example combine peppers with 

mushrooms. Aubergine is always a great 

option for oven cooking as they take on so 

many flavours! 

Chilli - Optional

Fresh Basil for topping

A glug of Extra Virgin Olive Oil

Cook’s tip

This curry offers a great way to use up leftover roast chicken or Christmas turkey. If you’d rather 
make the dish vegetarian, use chunks of roasted squash or lightly fried cubes of paneer instead.

This recipe appeared within the December 2018 recipe card collection.

Recipe cards are free to pick up every month in Waitrose & Partners stores

Method

1. Put the lentils in a bowl; cover with cold water and set aside. Heat the oil in a large casserole 
or saucepan over a medium-high heat and add the onion, ginger and garlic with a pinch of salt. 

2. Fry for 8 minutes until turning golden. Stir in the curry powder, curry leaves, tomatoes and a 
good grinding of black pepper; cook for 2 minutes.

3. Drain the lentils and add to the pan, along with the stock and 250ml cold water. Bring to the 
boil, then turn down to a simmer and cook for 20 minutes until the lentils are soft. 

4. Stir in the chicken or turkey and the spinach, cover and cook for another 3-4 minutes, until the 
spinach is wilted.

5. Meanwhile, prepare the rice according to pack instructions. Check the seasoning of the curry, 
adding more salt, pepper and a squeeze of lemon juice to taste. Serve with the rice. 



CEDAR CLOSE, AMPTHILL
An extended and spacious two bedroom semi detached bungalow with 

utility area, study/third bedroom, sun room and generous front and rear 

garden.

WEST END, HAYNES - FOR SALE
A stunning grade 2 listed three bedroom cottage, which has been fully 

refurbished sitting on a generous plot with ample parking, and a double 

garage with room above.

HAWTHORN CLOSE, CLOPHILL
A very well proportioned four bedroom detached property with double 

garage, set within a generous plot offering ample off road parking and an 

immaculately presented private rear garden.

DUNSTABLE STREET, AMPTHILL - FOR SALE
A three bedroom semi-detached house in Dunstable Street with large     

private rear garden and courtyard. Lovingly modernised throughout by its 

current owner.

PARK HILL, AMPTHILL - FOR SALE
Tucked away at the top of park hill, a lovely extended three bedroom       

period home with stunning views across the Ampthill rooftops. 

MILL LANE, HOUGHTON CONQUEST
A spacious chalet style bungalow offering circa 2,000 sq.ft of                    

accommodation set within a very generous plot in a sought after location.

SOLD STC

SOLD STC

SOLD STC



2018.... what a year! A year dominated by the dreaded B 

word! 

BREXIT! You couldn’t get away from it, drive to work it’s 

being talked about on the radio, pick up a newspaper and 

it’s been front page almost every day, go online and it’s the 

first thing you will see.

But did it stop the property market and has the dreaded 
price crash happened? 

The short answer is No. 

We sold and completed on over £26 million worth of 

property this year, from £200,000 to £950,000. Selling to 

first time buyers, investment buyers, upsizers, downsizers, 

buyers moving purely because they were bored. 

So why is it that people thought that 2018 was a bad year? 

The truth is greed and overzealous agents. Everyone has 

been so used to there being between 8% and 12% a year 

growth on property locally, that as soon as the market 

started to tighten vendors and agents weren’t willing to 

admit that the growth just was not there anymore. Did that 

mean that people were losing money? 

No! The property prices had been continually rising since 

2010, so apart from the unfortunate few who slightly 

overpaid in 2017 when prices peaked, everyone else is still 

doing alright! 

So will the market continue to be active in 2019? 

We believe so, yes. 

Borrowing is still cheap with 2 year fixed deals  starting at 

an interest rate of around 1.29%, 5 year fixed rates starting 

at 1.89% interest and 10 year fixed mortgage rates at 2.44% 

interest! And those figures are based on 70% loan to value. 

It means you can borrow up to £220,000 for less than £1,000 

per month! 

So why would the property market stop in 2019? Rental 

prices are some of the highest they have been in years, and 

are likely only to increase once the tenant fee ban comes in 

to force as the costs to landlords will increase. 

Speaking with potential buyers and vendors on a daily basis 

everyone is ready to just get on. The requirements of people 

hasn’t changed, good local transport links, great schools, 

and people are not able to continue to put their life on hold. 

So what are you waiting for? Call us on 01525 40 22 66.

2018 - A YEAR IN REVIEW
The Ups and Downs of the property market last year.

The Launch of our new website 
and branding happened to great 

reception in 2018



ALAMEDA ROAD, AMPTHILL - FOR SALE
This isn’t just any cottage, instead it is an opportunity to purchase a sympathetically extended and modernised three bedroom detached cottage with double garage, 

generous garden and stunning views, all within a stones throw of Ampthill town centre originally built in the early 17th century.

Thinking of Selling or Letting?
Call us on 01525 40 22 66

HOW END ROAD, HOW END - FOR SALE
As seen on Escape to the Country! Welcome to Oakwood Cottage. A four bedroom family home which has been extended and lovingly renovated by its 

current owners, offering over 2,300 sq.ft of accommodation, a generous private rear garden and ample off road parking 



WHAT’S GOING ON  LOCALLY THIS MONTH?
The Ins and Outs of Ampthill and Surrounding

The newly branded and relaunched Ampthill 
Fesitval was announced, with the Cuban Brothers 

being the first Act confirmed for Amp Rocks 

AMPTHILL FESTIVAL TICKETS
ON SALE NOW

Ampthills 1stXV are at home against Bishops 
Stortford RFC on the 16th Feburary. Following a 
couple of big wins Ampthill are currently 1 point 

from top of the league table! 

AMPTHILL RUGBY CLUB VS
BISHOPS STORTFORD

Ampthills New Deli and Kitchen went from 

strength to strength last year and has become a 

very popular little store.

Combining great food, service and atmosphere. 

Their online store is due to start this year 

continuing their popular Hampers and Gifts.

FANCY TRYING SOMETHING NEW TO AMPTHILL?

The much anticipated fine dining restaurant 

opened their doors to raving reviews, already 

achieving over 56 Five star ratings. 

Started by Steve Barringer following his success 

on masterchef, their ethos is friendly fine-dining. 

Just good food. Made with love.

Now for something completely different! 

Opening in 2018 and completely changing the 

type of food available in Ampthill. This Smoke 

House and Grill has an overall rating of 4.9 from 

155 reviewers!  The range of food is vast and the 

atmosphere is loud, fast paced and exciting! 

Lunch! Dinner or Takeaway!  

GOT AN EVENT YOU FEEL SHOULD BE COVERED NEXT MONTH? - EMAIL US MAGAZINE@ORCHARDS.CO.UK
PRODUCED FOR ORCHARDS ESTATE AGENTS - 01525 40 22 66 - WWW.ORCHARDS.CO.UK - THE CLOCK HOUSE, BEDFORD STREET, AMPTHILL MK45 2NB


